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Mission

Statement

Riverside School values the uniqueness of the individual, providing high -quality
education and skills for life to students of diverse cultures, within a Christian ethos and

supportive family environment.

The staff team is dedicated to impacting students by building positive relationships and

preparing them to become accomplished, global citizens.

Core

Principles

At Riverside School, we recognise and act to instil the following principles:

§ Each child is valued and respected; each is unique.

§ The wellbeing of each child is of critical importance to the life of the individual and
the school.

§ Each child is cared for in a protective, secure, family -oriented environment.

§ High quality education provides an opportunity for each child to develop to their
full potential.

§ The positive impact of the school staff is of critical importance to a successful
school.

§ Children develop positive relationships and attitudes to others.

§ The school, privileged with diversity of culture, provides a space for social
connection and develops globally -minded citizens.

§ The school makes a positive impact on the local and wider community.



Strategic

Values

Riverside School seeks to champion the ideals of Challenge, Community, and Care
through every aspect of the School.

RiversideRs Strategic Values encapsul at e
Statement and Core Principles. Decision making, including strategic planning, is
underpinned by the Strategic Values.

Challenge

We ignite a passion for exploration and curiosity among children, fostering a love for

learning as they embark on journeys of discovery . Through a diverse range of hands
on activities and engaging problem  -solving tasks, we cultivate  resilience and
creativity , instilling in our young learners the  confidence  to confront challenges with

determination  and a growth mindset
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Together, we celebrate their individual achievements, fostering a sense of belonging
and unity that strengthens our collective bond. With a focus on collaboration  and
mutual respect, we empower children to thrive academically, socially, and emotionally,

preparing them for the challenges and opportunities that lie ahead.
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Community

We prioritize the cultivation of a profound sense of belonging by actively engaging in
explorations of our local area and wholeheartedly embracing the diverse
backgrounds of our children. Through collaborative projects and shared

experiences , we deliberately celebrate the myriad of cultural differences present

among us, fostering a climate of inclusivity and understanding.
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Together, we embark on a journey of discovery , delving into our surroundings and
each other's stories, thus forming meaningful connections  that enrich our

perspectives  and deepen our sense of unity.

Care

At Early Years, our primary focus is on fostering a culture of care and kindness

Through daily interactions, we instil values of compassion and respect in our young
learners. Our dedicated team ensures that every child feels nurtured and supported

offering a safe and inclusive environment where friendships blossom and differences
are celebrated.

Through gentle guidance and encouragement , we promote cooperation  and
understanding  among our students, teaching them the importance of sharing
listening , and helping one another. We strive to create lasting memories and meaningful

connections that lay the foundation for a lifetime of empathy and generosity



EYFS Framework

Overview

At Riverside Early Years, we follow the Statutory Early Years

Foundation Stage (EYFS) Framework as set out by the st

Department for Education for England.

The Framework: Early years
foundation stage
statutory framework
For group and school-based providers

§ sets the standards that all early years providers must meet

Setting the standards for learning,

to ensure that children learn and develop well. and care for children from

birth to five
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§ ensures children have the knowledge and skills they need

to start school.

We also utilize non -statutory Curriculum Guidance for
S

the EYFS called Development Matters to inform our

Development approach and offer an overarching perspective on
Matters

Non-statutory curriculum guidance g/
for the early years foundation stage

illustrates pathways of children's development
(| .
et 9 across various ages and stages.

children's progress and learning. This guidance

Continuous Provision

At Riverside Early Years we plan for the childr
through the use of fFfContinuous ProvisionR. Thi s

available within the EYFS setting (indoors and outdoors) for the children to access.

Di fferent | earning areas, such as sand or const
familiar and new resources, which will enable children to learn skills , follow their
interests , challenge their thinking and help themto embed concepts . It also provides

the context for a variety of learning conversations between children and adults with
rich opportunities for modelling and extending speech and vocabulary.



Building the Model of

Continuous Provision

Continuous Provision is a method which builds on what children can do, therefore
putting the child and not the curriculum atthe  centre of learning. It begins by looking at
the impact of the learning environment upon childrenRs | earning a

reflected in planning.

Focused Tasks are adult-led and are initiated/modelled/
led by the practitioner. Our observations of the children will
inform what Focused Tasks will take place.

An enhancementis added to an area of the
Continuous Provision. Itsuggests new ways to use
the basic set of resources, enriches the play,

extends the children's ideas and moves their

learning forward.

Resources are provided to support
independent  learning experiences.
During Continuous Provision, children
demonstrate their true knowledge and
understanding




EYFS: Overarching

Principles

The Overarching Principles describe the features of practice on which the EYFS is
based. They emphasise that the child is of first importance and that all relationships,
experiences and the environment together influence how the child will develop, play

and learn.
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. Every child is a unique child who is
A Unique Y learm i can be resil
Child constantly learning and can be resilient,
capable, confident and self  -assured.
. Children learn to be strong and
Positive o dent throuah posit
Relationships independent through positive
relationships.
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/ \ Children learn and develop well in
enabling environments, in which their
Enabling experiences respond to their individual
Environments needs and there is a strong partnership
between practitioners and parents and

\_ /) carers,

[ \ Children develop and learn in different

ways. The framework covers the

Learning and education and care of all children in Early
Development Years provision, including children with
special educational needs and

\_ / disabilities.




EYFS: Characteristics

of Effective Learning

The Characteristics of Effective Learning describe behaviours children use in order to
learn. To learn well, children must approach opportunities with curiosity , energy and
enthusiasm . These abilities and attitudes of strong learners will support them to learn

well and make good progress in all the Areas of Learning and Development.

Gaying and Exploring \

§ Plan and think ahead about how they will

explore or play with  objects.
§ Make independent choices.
§ Bring their own interests and fascinations

into early years settings.

\§ Respond to new experiences. /

Active Learning

§ Begin to predict sequences because they
know routines.

Show goal -directed behaviour.

Begin to correct their mistakes themselves.
Keep on trying when things are difficult.
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Geating and Thinking Critically \

§ Concentrate on achievi

important to them.
§ Know more, so feel confident about
coming up with their own ideas and make

more links between those ideas.

\§ Take part in simple pretend play. /
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EYFS:

Areas of Learning

There are seven areas of learning and development. All areas of learning and

development are important and inter -connected. The Three Prime Areas  are

particularly important for learning and forming relationships. They build a foundation for

children to thrive and provide the basis for learning in all areas. The Four Specific

Areas hel p strengthen and develop the three pri me

curiosity and enthusiasm.

Prime Areas
Communication Physical Personal, §00|al
and Emotional
and Language Development

Development

Specific Areas

Understanding Expressive Arts

Literac Mathematics .
y the World and Design

Communication

and Language

Chi | dr e n-Rmd -férth iot&ractions from an early age
form the foundations for language and cognitive
development. Through  conversation , storytelling and
role play (where children share their ideas with support
and modelling from their teacher) and sensitive

questioning  that invites them to elaborate, children
become comfortable using a rich range of vocabulary

and language structures.
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Physical

Development

Gross Motor Skills and Fine Motor Skills  evolve

gradually during early childhood, beginning with sensory

explorations both indoors and outdoors, which

contribute to the devetlempment of a chil dRs
coordination , and positional awareness . Fine motor

control and precision aid in hand -eye coordination ,

which later connects to early literacy skills.

Consistent exposure to  diverse activities such as small

world explorations , puzzles, arts and crafts, and

engaging with small tools under adult supervision fosters

proficiency , control , and confidence in children.

Personal, Social and

Emotional Development

ChildrenRs personal, social and emotional devel
(PSED) is crucial for them to lead healthy and happy lives,
and is fundamental to their ~ cognitive development

Strong, warm and supportive  relationships  with adults
enable children to learn how to understand their own

feelings and those of others.

Children should be supported to manage emotions
develop a positive sense of self , set themselves simple
goals , have confidence in their own abilities, to persist

and wait for what they want and direct attention as

necessary.

Through structured educational sessions and supported
interactions with other children, they learn how to make

good friendships ,co -operate and resolve conflicts
peaceably. These attributes will provide a secure

platform from which children can achieve at school and in

later life.
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